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Senijor government representatives engaged directly with exhibitors, reflecting the strategic importance of
green infrastructure across the Gulf.

Myplant & Garden Middle East arrived in Dubai with a confident first edition that combined international
energy, strong institutional backing and a remarkable level of market interest. From its opening moments
on 15 November 2025, the fair demonstrated its strategic relevance for the Gulf’s fast-developing
landscaping and green-infrastructure sector.

The show was inaugurated by H.E. Mohammed Salman Alhammadi of the UAE Ministry of Climate Change
and Environment and H.E. Marwan Ahmed Bin Ghalita, Director General of Dubai Municipality. Senior
diplomatic and political representatives — including Italy’s Ambassador to the UAE, Lorenzo Fanara, and
Mirco Carloni, President of the Agriculture Committee of the Italian Chamber of Deputies — joined
international delegations and sector leaders, signalling how urban greening has become woven into
regional policy and investment agendas.

In the opening address, the Ministry called for greater innovation, resource efficiency and public—private
collaboration to achieve climate-resilient, liveable cities aligned with the UAE Green Agenda 2030 and the
Dubai Urban Master Plan 2040. The role of nursery production, floriculture and landscape design was
framed not simply as decorative, but as essential to ecological restoration, urban cooling and long-term
resilience.

AIPH President Leonardo Capitanio joined the official opening ceremony and reflected on the broader
significance of the new regional presence. “Opening MyPlant & Garden in the Middle East was an
important signal for our industry. The region is accelerating its commitment to sustainability, and
environmental policies are increasingly becoming a diplomatic language — a way for nations to express



ambition, identity and international vision. In my remarks, | underlined that Dubai reminds the world that

sustainability can also be a story of ambition, design, and humanity. MyPlant’s expansion into this region

shows that our sector is ready to lead this transformation with quality, expertise and long-term vision.”
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The welcome plaza at Expo City Dubai introduced visitors to the event’s full spectrum of sectors, from
nurseries and irrigation to outdoor design and technology.

Inside the 4,000 sgm exhibition space, more than one hundred brands from Europe, the UAE, Turkey,
China, Sri Lanka, India, Switzerland and Thailand presented a wide spectrum of products and technologies.
There were resilient plant varieties adapted to heat and salinity; high-efficiency irrigation systems; soil
solutions and bio-inputs; outdoor furniture and pots; greenhouse technologies; and design concepts suited
to arid urban environments. Seventy stands and themed areas created an engaging, navigable layout that
helped visitors explore the breadth of the offering.

The steady presence of government delegations, universities, research institutes and major real estate
developers reinforced the sense that the region’s transition toward Nature-Positive cities is already
underway. Buyers from all six GCC markets — Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, the UAE, Kuwait, Oman and Qatar —
were prominent, joined by visitors from China, India, Africa, the Middle East and Europe. Many expressed
interest in exhibiting at the next edition following the quality of this debut.

Market dynamics explain the high level of attention. The landscaping sector in the Middle East is forecast to
surpass USD 20 billion in investment by 2026, reaching USD 35.5 billion by 2030. The Saudi Green Initiative
— with its goal of planting 10 billion trees and restoring 74 million hectares — has already produced
significant momentum, including the planting of 100 million trees and shrubs since 2021. Dubai and Riyadh
are advancing their own large-scale transformations, from Green Riyadh’s target of 7.5 million new trees to
Dubai’s plan to expand its 8,000 hectares of green areas by an additional thousand hectares by 2030.
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International buyers explore new plant varieties and technologies during a guided visit on the Myplant &
Garden Middle East show floor.

At the fair, leading regional landscaping firms, including Tanseeq, Desert Group, Pheladelfia Agricultural and
Planters Group, reported sharp increases in project demand: a 40% rise in efficient irrigation system
requirements; desert plant species now used in around 70% of new projects; and a 60% jump in Al-enabled
smart management systems compared with 2023. Exhibitors showcased technologies promising water-use
reductions of up to 60% and operational cost cuts of 20—30% — critical performance gains for cities in arid
climates.

The employment impact was also evident, with thousands of jobs already active across horticulture,
engineering and green management, and a forecast of 10,000 additional roles expected over the next five
years as the region expands its green infrastructure footprint.

Throughout the event, conferences and roundtables offered a deep dive into the themes shaping the
region’s environmental future: heat mitigation, urban cooling, desertification prevention, biodiversity
restoration, biophilic design, circular materials, and the integration of green spaces into major real estate
developments.



Trade visitors compare materials and finishes as suppliers showcased solutions tailored to the region’s fast-
growing landscaping sector.

The launch of the Dubai edition also strengthens the broader Myplant ecosystem, offering international
exhibitors and buyers a complementary route to the highly established MyPlant & Garden 2026 in Milan —
an AIPH-Approved International Horticultural Trade Expo, taking place from 18-20 February 2026. More
information: www.myplantgarden.com

With organisers already planning an expanded show for October 2026, Myplant & Garden Middle East has
quickly positioned itself as a dynamic new platform with long-term relevance for the ornamental
horticulture industry.



https://myplantgarden.com/

